154. KRUGERSDORP AND THE BRITISH INDIANS
The Krugersdorp Town Council has unanimously decided practi-
cally to condemn the choice made by its predecessor regarding the Asia-
tic Bazaar. They are under the impression that the site was chosen mere-
ly for the Indian traders and that there was to be another Location where
hawkers and other Indians were to reside. Could ignorance go any fur-
ther? And yet the destiny of the Indians is placed by Lord Milner and his
advisers practically in the hands of gentlemen who care little about British
Indians and less about1 their own doings. The present Town Council
wishes to override the decision arrived at by the late nominee Board, and
is now inviting the Government to make another selection. Now that
the licensing question has been set at rest, at any rate for the time being,
the matter is of great importance. At the same time, it shews how Indian
interests are likely to be treated by the Town Councillors of Krugersdorp,
and we very much fear that what applies to Krugersdorp applies also
to the rest of the Transvaal. His Worship the Mayor was good enough
to suggest that, owing to the extreme cold, the people who were now
living under canvas should be allowed to return to their houses, or the
Town Council should at once expropriate the old Location and allow
people to take up sites in the new Bazaar or new Location. The pity of
it is that His Worship had not the courage to maintain his humane advo-
cacy and insist on justice being done to the people who are suffering, not
because it is a case of danger to public health which demands it, but be-
cause of the rooted prejudice against colour and trade jealousy on the
part of the Councillors of Krugersdorp.
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155. THE ASIATIC TRADERS' COMMISSION
A brief notice appears in the Johannesburg papers to the effect that
the sittings of this Commission have been suspended owing to the result
of the test case. This is another instance of reckless expenditure of money
by the authorities. That which they should have done before has now
been done under stress of circumstances after a waste of hundreds of founds.
The British Indian Association, as soon as the test case was brought,
approached the Government imploring it to postpone the sittings of the
Commission until after the test case was decided, but no argument would
convince it. All the reply that the Government had to return was that,
the Commission having been appointed by the Legislative Council, it
could not interfere. Now, however, that the test case has been decided
against the Government, it suddenly finds itself armed with the power to
suspend the sittings of the Commission. This is fairly red tape with a
1 The original has "no less about..."